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FACTORS TO CONSIDER IN CREATING MEANINGFUL CURRICULUM MAPPING, 
PACING, FORMATIVE/SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT, AND LESSON PLANS 
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ELA ITEM SPECIFICATION SAMPLE 
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PROVIDING A LASER-LIKE FOCUS TO CURRICULUM MAPS 
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Avondale Grade 5  

 

 
 

 
 
THE AVONDALE ELA REVISED CURRICULUM DOCUMENTS ARE VASTLY IMPROVED…WELL DONE!  
 

 
 
 
 
 



	 12	

KEY OPPORTUNITY:  
• Comprehension skills – Theme, Main Idea, Details, Persuasive Article are NOT 

Skills… 
• What students do with these is a skill…identify, explain how they are related, 

analyze relationships between 2 main ideas are skills…and must be explicitly 
stated, discussed in planning meetings, taught, assessed, etc.… 
 

 

Showcase Moment: 
1. Select a standard from the grade-level performance indicator rubric document.  
2. Find the corresponding Avondale curriculum document NOTE: A sample document 

is provided on the next 2 pages if the Wi-Fi connection is weak. 
3. Use the ‘Proficient’ and ‘Distinguished’ criteria to explore whether documents 

can be enhanced by adding specific skills. 
4. Will this revision result in a revision in the current assessment of student 

mastery? 
5. Will this revision result in a revision in the current learning (lesson Plan) 

prepared for students? 
6. Enjoy working with your peers…challenge each other to stretch… 
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SAMPLE AVONDALE PACING GUIDE (in case internet connection is problematic) 
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Include a Student/Parent Guide 
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What would you include in a parent/student pacing/cubiculum map? 
Why?…explain… 
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PURPOSEFUL FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 
 

The BIG Idea 
 

There are two reasons why we assess: 
• To inform instructional decisions (what will we say or do next 

for each student?) 
• To encourage each student to try. 

 
Definition 

is a process used by teachers and students during instruction that 
provides feedback to adjust ongoing teaching and learning to improve 
students’ achievement of intended instructional outcomes (Perie et al., 
2007)   
 

Uses 
Classroom teachers use to diagnose where students are in their learning, 
where gaps in knowledge and understanding exist, and how to help 
teachers and students improve student learning  
The assessment is embedded within the learning activity and linked 
directly to the current unit of instruction 
Tasks presented may vary from student to student depending on teacher’s 
judgment about the need for specific information 

 
STUDENTS TEACHERS 

Understand the target 
(Focus on learning goals) 

Select and clearly communicate the 
learning target 

Produce work Make at least one task 
Compare the work with the target Compare student performance with 

the target or goal 

Evaluate current strengths and areas 
of opportunity for growth 

Evaluate students’ current strengths 
and areas of opportunity for growth 

Participate in developing action plan 
for improvement 

Provide clear oral and written 
feedback and develop action plan 

Take action for improvement: practice, 
guided group, rewrite, etc. 

Support or assign action to seize 
opportunity to improve student 
achievement 
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INFORMAL ASSESSMENT – AFTER MODELING & PROVIDING GUIDED PRACTICE, LISTEN 

AND COLLECT QUALITATIVE DATA AS STUDENTS P\PRACTICE INDEPENDENTLY 
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WHAT WILL STUDENTS DO TO CONNECT TO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE? 
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MY GRADE-LEVEL AND/OR DEPARTMENT STRATEGY 
TO SET OBJECTIVES AND CHECK FOR BACKGROUND 
KNOWLEDGE… 
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WHAT WILL I DO TO ASSIST MY STUDENTS IN DEVELOPING UNDERSTANDING? 

  

 

MY GRADE-LEVEL AND/OR DEPARTMENT 
STRATEGY TO ASSIST MY STUDENTS IN 
DEVELOPING UNDERSTANDING… 
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A VERTICALLY ARTICULATED NOTE-TAKING STRATEGY TO SUPPORT LITERACY 
 

  

  
AN IDEA WE CAN USE TO ADD TO WHAT WE CURRENTLY DO… 
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WHAT WILL I DO TO ASSIST MY STUDENTS IN EXTENDING AND APPLYING KNOWLEDGE? 

  

 

MY GRADE-LEVEL AND/OR DEPARTMENT 
STRATEGY TO ASSIST MY STUDENTS IN 
DEVELOPING UNDERSTANDING… 
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