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Materials Needed: Yarn (10 to 12 feet for each group of four or six children.

Vocabulary: more than, less than, equal to.

Direction for the Teacher: Arrange students in groups of 4 to 6 in a large space. Give each group a piece of yarn 10 to 12 feet long that has the ends tied together in a closed circle. Students may respond to each part of the activity verbally or nonverbally depending on the teacher’s instructions.

Learning Vignette: Teacher: “Using your circle of yarn and the students in your group, show me MORE THAN inside the circle and LESS THAN outside.” (More students in each group move to the inside of their yarn circle while less remain on the outside of the yarn circle.)

Teacher: “Show me an EMPTY circle.” (All students move to the outside of the yarn circle.

Teacher: “Show me LESS THAN inside the circle and MORE THAN outside the circle.”

Teacher: “Show me an EMPTY circle.”
Teacher: “Show me more than two but less than five inside your yarn circle.”

Teacher: “Show me an EMPTY circle.”

Teacher: “Using the correct number of people inside the circle, show me the answer to the following problem: 2 + 2 + 1 – 2 X 1 = ?”

Teacher: “Show me an EMPTY circle.”

Teacher: “With each group member holding on to parts of the circle of yarn, make the following shapes. Remember! Everybody must hold onto the yarn. Make a CIRCLE, SQUARE, RECTANGLE, EQUILATERAL TRIANGLE, PENTAGON, STANDING RIGHT TRIANGLE, ISOSCELES TRIANGLE, HEXAGON.” (Give the groups a couple of minutes to make each shape.)

Teacher: 


“Can you make two triangles with your circle of yarn?’


“Can you make four triangles with your circle of yarn?’


Using the floor to help you, can you make a pyramid with a square base?”


Using the floor to help you, can you make a cube?”


“Two groups get together. One group makes a square with their yarn, the other group makes a triangle INSIDE of the square.”
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Circles of Yarn Activity








