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The difference between who you are and who you want to 
be is what you do. 

~Bill Phillips 
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“We can, whenever and wherever we choose, successfully teach all 
children whose schooling is of interest to us. We already know 

more than we need to do that. Whether or not we do it must finally 
depend on how we feel about the fact that we haven’t so far.” 

~Ron Edmonds 
	



	 3	

 Research-Based Learning Strategies	

Instructional Strategy Student/Teacher Behavior Observed 
 
 

Identifying Similarities 
& Differences 

Engaging students in activities 
that help them examine 
similarities & differences 
among ideas, issues, events, 
etc. by engaging in comparing, 
classifying, creating 
metaphors, and creating 
analogies. 

Complete comparison charts 	 	 	 	 	
Create/use Venn diagrams 	 	 	 	 	
Apply Frayer Model to define terms 	 	 	 	 	
Develop comparison matrices 	 	 	 	 	
Classify essential words into categories 	 	 	 	 	
Create analogies relating essential content to prior 
understandings 

	 	 	 	 	

Explain/create metaphors involving essential content 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	

 
 

Summarizing &            
Note-taking 

Helping students to distill 
and/or synthesize information 
accurately & concisely. 

Apply note-taking strategies (e.g. Cornell, Interactive) 	 	 	 	 	
Use summary frames 	 	 	 	 	
Complete EXIT cards to summarize key points  	 	 	 	 	
Practice paraphrasing strategies 	 	 	 	 	
Maintain journals (writing to explain thinking) 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	

 
 
 

Reinforcing Effort & 
Providing Recognition 

Teaching students about the 
relationship between effort & 
achievement & recognizing 
students for their progress 

Use pause, prompt, & praise effectively  	 	 	 	 	
Completes scoring guides to self-assess effort & achievement 	 	 	 	 	
Display concrete symbols of recognition 	 	 	 	 	
Completes response or dialogue journals 	 	 	 	 	
Use mnemonics to understand concepts 	 	 	 	 	
Provided specific feedback on student samples 	 	 	 	 	
Model & practice student to student pause, prompt, praise 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	

  	 	 	 	 	
 
 
 
 

Homework & Practice 
Providing students with 
opportunities to deepen their 
understanding of content and their 
proficiency & skills 

Clearly state the purpose of assignments and practice 	 	 	 	 	
Fosters student/student discussions 	 	 	 	 	
Provides instructional games and inquiry 	 	 	 	 	
Assigns activities that focus on essential skills 	 	 	 	 	
Leads student charting of speed and accuracy 	 	 	 	 	
Allows time for oral reading 	 	 	 	 	
Encourages silent reading that is discussed 	 	 	 	 	
Requires daily writing that is shared 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	



	 4	

 
 
 
 

Nonlinguistic 
Representation 
Helping students represent and 
elaborate on knowledge in an 
imagery form using mental 
pictures, physical models, graphic 
organizers, etc. 

Uses manipulatives 	 	 	 	 	
Creates graphic organizers 	 	 	 	 	
Analyzes cause & effect relationships 	 	 	 	 	
Explores concept development 	 	 	 	 	
Plans for drawing diagrams and/or building models 	 	 	 	 	
Participates in performance tasks 	 	 	 	 	
Uses time/sequence charts 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	

 
 
 

Cooperative Learning 
Using grouping strategies to assist 
students in their learning 
  

Provide each student with unique information needed by 
group 

	 	 	 	 	

Create unique student roles in the group tied to the content 	 	 	 	 	
Create jigsaw expert  for each group 	 	 	 	 	
Rotate group roles overtime   	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	

 
 
 

Setting Goals &        
Providing Feedback 

Helping students to understand 
the direction for learning, to 
establish personal goals, and to 
provide feedback relative to how 
they are progressing on their goals 

Explain personal lesson learning goal for each student 	 	 	 	 	
Experiences a variety of assessment formats  	 	 	 	 	
Provide students with self-check opportunities 	 	 	 	 	
Completes student contracts 	 	 	 	 	
Uses scoring guides (rubrics) to identify what ‘good is’ 	 	 	 	 	
Evaluates understanding of personal learning goal 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	

 
 
 

Generating & Testing 
Hypotheses 

Engaging students in activities that 
ask them to apply knowledge by 
generating and testing a 
hypothesis, such as problem 
solving, decision making, 
experimental inquiry, systems 
analysis, investigation, etc. 

Gathers and interprets data to support position 	 	 	 	 	
Uses Direct Reading Thinking Activity (DRTA) 	 	 	 	 	
Uses Directed Listening Thinking Activity (DRTA) 	 	 	 	 	
Investigates problem situations 	 	 	 	 	
Uses a structure for problem solving 	 	 	 	 	
Uses a structure for decision making 	 	 	 	 	
Uses a structure for analyzing 	 	 	 	 	
Justifies conclusions 	 	 	 	 	
Asking/Responding to Second Questions 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	

 
 
 

Activating Prior Knowledge 
Providing situations for students to 
retrieve what they already know 
about a topic. Cues/questions/ 
advance organizers can be used 
for this strategy. 
 

Engages students in Triangle Trivia activity 	 	 	 	 	
Provides opportunities to recall/build background vocabulary 	 	 	 	 	
Participates in brainstorming experiences 	 	 	 	 	
Engages in Motor Mouth activity 	 	 	 	 	
Dialogues with peers on prior understandings 	 	 	 	 	
Participates in pre-reading and pre-writing activities 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	



	 5	

Practices: interventions and strategies that are evidence based. 

	
~Classroom	Instruction	that	Works,	2nd	Edition,	2012	
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CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT FOR LEARNING (UNPACKING THE STANDARD) 
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HELPING STUDENTS DEVELOP UNDERSTANDING 
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INSTRUCTIONAL EXPLICITNESS 
 

A meta-analysis of 58 studies (Kroesbergen & Van Luit, 2003) revealed that 
students with learning deficits benefit more from explicit instruction than 
from discovery-oriented methods. Therefore, effective intervention in Tier 2 
requires an explicit, didactic form of instruction in which the teacher directly 
shares the information the child needs to learn. 
 
Action Step: 
 
Students create individualized (data-driven) interactive 
portfolios/journals/notebook containing explicit notes reflecting essential 
knowledge, skills, processes, and vocabulary.  
 

 
 
Student notebooks contain student-selected work samples that chart 
their progress in understanding essential previously difficult content. 
Teacher and home feedback throughout the development of the portfolio is 
a powerful motivator. 
 
NOTE: A free app, pdfcabinet, integrates technology with college and 
career skills 
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Clues 
	
Written at conclusion of 
intervention 
 
Anticipated assessment 
samples 
 
Main ideas 
 
Vocabulary words* 
*individualized 
*included in glossary  
 
Used for review & study	

Name, Date, Topic, Page # 

	
	
	
	

Taken During Class 
	
• Main points 
• Bullet points 
• Diagrams/Charts/Graphs 
• Abbreviate 
• Paraphrase 
• Outlines 
• Leave space between topics 
• Can be teacher provided and 

       student annotated using a 
										highlighter 
	
	

CORNELL / INTERACTIVE 
ORGANIZED NOTE-TAKING 

	
	
	
	
	

Student Summary 
Written at the conclusion of each intervention.  
Summarizes the main points in the notes/examples on this page 
Used to find/spiral back to information later. 
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Table of Contents 
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Word Page 
# 

My           
Description 

My example or 
picture 

Acute angle 
 
 
 

  

Addend 
 
 
 

  

Associative 
Property 

 
 
 

  

Binomial 
 
 
 

  

Expression 
 
 
 

  

Equation 
 
 
 

  

Dilation 
 
 
 

  

Equilateral 
Triangle 
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HELPING STUDENTS EXTEND AND APPLY KNOWLEDGE 
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BEST PRACTICES 
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REFLECTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


